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of recovering Dalmatia. So they at once intervened, insisting
that an independent Principality of Albania should be set up
under their protection. Thus Serbia was compelled to
surrender the outlet to the sea which was necessary to her
economic progress. With the support of Greece (also robbed
of expected acquisitions in Albania) she asked Bulgaria (which
had made unexpected gains in Thrace) to consent to a revision of
the partition of Macedonia agreed upon before the war. The
Germanic Powers saw a chance to drive a wedge into the
Balkan League. At Austrian instigation Ferdinand of Bulgaria
not only refused this reasonable request, but made a
treacherous attack on his late allies. The Serbs and Greeks
repelled the onslaught with such fury that the Bulgars were
compelled to sue for peace within a week. Nor was this the
end of the retribution which Ferdinand had to pay for his mis-
deed. Rumania, which had taken no part in the war against the
Turks, now invaded Bulgaria in support of a claim to part of
the Dobrudja, as compensation for Bulgarian gains elsewhere.
In the circumstances this campaign was a mere holiday march
for the Rumanian army. And Bulgaria's cup of bitterness ran
over when the Turks took advantage of her helplessness to
reconquer most of Thrace.
By the Treaty of Bucharest (August 1913) another " final"
revision of the Balkan map was made. Bulgaria had to give
Rumania a large part of the Dobrudja, while she herself got very
little of Macedonia and still less of Thrace. All the rest of
Macedonia was divided between Serbia and Greece, and
Montenegro acquired a scrap of northern Albania. (See map,
p. 327.) But this settlement left bitter feelings all round.
Germany and Austria were vexed at the overthrow of their
proteges, the Turks and the Bulgars ; the Serbs were aggrieved
at the loss of the Adriatic sea-board they had conquered;
Bulgaria chafed at the outcome of her own perfidy.
§ 181. over the edge.—These events led directly to the
Great War. The Central Powers argued out the position thus.

